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Afghan Cinema News Reels (1968)

The protagonists of the Afghan news reels, usually are the King, his eldest son, or cabinet ministers.

We will see Afghan landscapes including the Bamyan Buddha, fireworks over a beautifully lit Kabul, automobile rallyes, a fashion show, a theatre performance, but also a military aviation show with bombs being dropped near the military base in Bagram, and other events from that year.

25 %

A portrait made by a young woman, of six women who in 2005 were elected to the Afghan parliament.  They talk about themselves and their work in interviews, but we also see them in their daily life, with their families, and during their hard work in parliament and in the field.  The title '25 %' refers to the number of seats in parliament, that are reserved for women.

Boomerang

Recent Afghan cinematography has benefitted from substantial support from Iranian cinema.  For that reason, one short film by a young Iranian filmer has been included, which was screened at this year's short- and documentary film festival in Kabul.  It is the epic struggle of a boy with the elements, like in 'the old man and the sea'.

I want a horse, not a wife

During the shooting of a film in a settlement for returning refugees near Kabul, its main actor, a young boy, is married off to an equally young girl.  But he would have preferred a horse …

Shadow   (copy is too bad to screen)
A widow who is getting married a second time, must choose between her new husband and the child from her first marriage.  In the film one can see some scenes from street life in Kabul in 1990.

We will manage

A few young girls in Kabul, attend lessons in Taekwondo.  This year, Afghanistan sent only 4 (!) athletes to Bejing olympics and yet won na medal, precisely in Taekwondo !

A man's word

Unfulfilled love against a backdrop of kites, Afghanistan's national sport.  They truly love each other, but due to the intrigues of a conniving neighbour, the young man eventually must choose between his honour and his loved one, and her father marries her off to someone else.  Some of traditional Kabul, before the destructions of the civil war.

Kabul Cinema

The fate of cinema during taliban rule.  A young boy saves fragments of classical films (eg. Charlie Chaplin) from a burning cinema.  He shows them to other kids from his neighbourhood, in a makeshift 

'cinema' made from a wooden cart, as typically used by itinerant salesmen.

Stoning

The story of a young women whose husband has disappeared.  After four years of his absence, she is officially declared to be a widow and must return to the house of her father-in-law.  However, she is pregnant …

The marriage candidat

An unscrupulous youngster, pretends to be the son of a wealthy gentleman, in order to marry into a well-to-do, modern family in Kabul.  The film shows the influence of western fashion in Afghanistan : 

the way people are dressed, decorate their house or spend their free time.

The circle

A young fighter comes to Kabul, in order to plant explosives in a cinema.  He also tries to find traces of his life there when he was a child, but nothing is anymore as it was before.

Hope

A portrait of children who work physically, often supporting their whole family.  Typical local kids, gregarious, smiling, not complaining, accepting their fate with great dignity.

The stranger

In this deceptively simple story, there's straightforward village life and a visiting foreigner, traditional singing and modern technology.  They all meet, with unexpected consequences.

Shelter

The delicate story of a boy and a bird, who mutually support each other during war time.

Opium War

An allegory of today's Afghanistan.  In the middle of a poppy field, in the wreckage of a Soviet tank, squats an -internally divided- Afghan family.  Into this peculiar micro-cosmos crashes a plane from the international stabilisation forces, which supposedly are to teach Afghans democracy.  However, it turns out that the plane's crew does not really know itself what that word means.  The UN, who come to organise 'democratic elections', including lofty speeches and ballot boxes transported on donkeys, further increase the confusion.  The result eventually is true pandemonium.

The director has called this film a black comedy, but the laughter is bitter, for the film is based on Afghanistan's day-to-day tragedies, their own, as well as those which are created for them by their 'liberators'.     (Critics' prize in Rome, Oscar candidate)
Osama

The title 'Osama' refers to a young girl who, in Kabul during taliban rule, must pretend to be a boy, in order to be able to support herself, her mother and grandmother.  The story tells the girl's sacrifice and continuous fear, and the powerless situation of the older women, in whose family not a single man is left.  A boy from the neighbourhood tries to help the girl, but cannot save her either.  

The film makes us aware of the terror in everyday life during the taliban, but also of human solidarity and dignity in the face of this terror.  (The director received many international prizes for this film, such as a Golden Globe for best foreign film, a special prize in Cannes, and a prize for the best first long feature film in London.)

The last call

A lonely safety match, must work real hard to convince its beloved one of its burning love.

Passion

A passionate lover of bird fights, also happens to beat his wife and children, when at home.  One day, when watching TV, they do not notice that the cat devoured one of the birds …

An apple from paradise

A devout elderly man, travels to Kabul to visit the only son that he has left, since the others were killed in the 'holy war' against the soviets.  He has entrusted him to a madrassa, in order 'to study the Koran, and come back to the village as a Mullah', but he is told by a mullah whom he trusted blindly, that the boy has been turned into a suicide bomber.  The father cannot cope with this betrayal, his familiar world disintegrates.  Doubts appear, and religion stops being the infallible answer to all questions.  A portrait of religion at crossroads, but also of changing political values and conflict between generations, poignantly filmed in freezing cold, muddy Kabul.

Rescue

The main heroin of the film makes, with charm, short work of a village gang involved in opium trade and kidnapping of children.  There are elements of Kung-fu and Bollywood in this entertainment film.  All with a pinch of morality and humour.  Law and order triumph, thanks to the honest heroin and her assistants.  This film was written, directed and played by a woman, who in daily life is a police officer.

The wall

Children attempt to write the word PAIX (peace) on a wall.  A soldier stops them, but other kids will take their place, they will not give up.  This very first film of (a very young) Siddiq Barmak, made during his studies at the Moscow film school during the soviet occupation of his country, is a peace and civil resistance manifesto.

Three dots

A young widow, living in extreme poverty, in order for her and her children to survive, must make a desperate choice between marrying her dangerous brother-in-law, or smuggling opium to Iran.

This film was shot in the region of Herat, close to the Iranian border, whom where the (very young) female director originates. 
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